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To introduce our subject, that is “utopia and heterotopia”, I propose you 
this first lecture about the history of urban forms and their designers. 
This is a half an our travel, in the past and in the world, to focus on 
particular moments of our urban history, to try to understand who can 
create urban utopia. 
 
Urbanism and utopia has a particular relation : on the one hand the 
urban history is associated to the mythical quest of the perfect city, and 
this engender Utopia, that was first a virtuous place and became a 
fundamental concept. On the other hand, utopia needs a projection and 
spatial representation wich is architectural project. 
 
 
First stop is in old Greece in fifth century b.c. with the rebuilding of the 
city of Millet, by Hippodamos. We learn in France schools of architecture 
that this masterplan is supposed to be the first one of urban history. It is 
based on the ideas of greek philosophy, and especially the political view 
of Platon for the organisation of the perfect democratic society. The 
model is a geometric regular grid of streets, with a public space at the 
center, for the market and the public buldings, and all around different 
districts for prayers, soldiers and workers. This became the aesthetic 
model of the cities. 
Here, the designers where philosophers. Searching f or the ideal of 
the democratic city. 
 
Second stop is the roman empire. The model of the roman city is 
completely designed, on a same geometric grid, with two main streets : 
The Cardo, north-south, and the Decumanus East-West, for the military 
demonstration of the roman troops (the decumenes). Many 
Mediterranean and French cities are based on such a roman model. 
This is the example of Frejus, on French Riviera.  
Here, the designers where military officers. Search ing for order 
and efficiency. 

This introduce the topic of the colonial urbanism, and the 
second lecture tomorrow 
This model had a second life, in south-west of France at the end of the 
middle age. Here, the planners where merchants. 
 
Third stop is in French an English kingdoms, at the seventeenth century. 
In England Thomas More invented Utopia, as the perfect society with 
perfect cities, politically and physically described. Utopia is a story 
written in 1516, the story of a sailor who discover the island of Utopia, 
with 54 cities build on a single scheme, with same political democratic 
system and same buildings. Each city received 6000 families, and 
production and activities is organised to insure physical and mental 
comfort of each inhabitant, and the purpose is to maximise the free 
time. This is based on the humanist philosophy convinced that human 
being will aim happiness with arts and philosophy. In 1536, the French 
writer Rabelais imagines l’Abbaye de Thélème, a perfect city, based on 
same humanist hope. This model is a kind of monastery (l’abbaye), but 
the way of life is opposite to the religious one: comfort, music, arts, good 
food… And the formula is: “follow your will”, or “act as you want”. 
Here the designers where philosophers and writers, searching for 
harmony.  
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Fourth stop is in Italy, and Europe during “la renaissance”. This time was 
the one of a new technical tool to represent space and landscape : the 
perspective drawing. With that new way of representing space, due to 
famous genius as Alberti, Leonardo da Vinci, Michel Angelo planning 
cities became and artistic activity. The designer Le Bernin drew Roma, 
not only from an aerial point of view, but also from inside. This picture 
shows the famous Piazza del Poppolo, where perspective is used to 
design a perfect front, with twin churches. And famous monuments at 
the end of the perpective streets. In Russia, the designer Leblond and 
most famous artists of Europe build the city of the Tsars of Russia, 
Sankt Petersbourg. Leblond was the disciple of Lenotre who drawn the 
famous gardens of the Versaille moderne Castle of Louis XIV. This 
artistic practice of urban design produces masterplans for London, 
Marseille, … and later Salonique in Greece, Casablanca and other 
Mediterranean cities, by Prost and Hebrard. 

This introduce the topic of the colonial urbanism, and the 
second lecture tomorrow 
Here, designers where artists and gardeners, search ing for beauty 
and aestheticism 
 
Fifth stop is in recently industrialised countries. Housing of royal factory 
workers, and later industry workers is organised on others schemes. 
The goal is to implant workers housing close to the factories, and it 
produces several famous models including the search of new urban 
models. On the example of “les Salines Royales” in Arc et Senance, 
housing is placed on a geometric scheme, with the production and 
management unit at the center. Houses are designed and placed in 
accordance with the position of the workers in the factory. Bigest and 
central houses for the direction and managers, and smallest for the 
basics workers. This ideal often design a model of housing with a small 
garden unit where the worker is supposed to cultivate some 
subsistence, to avoid him to go to the pub where he lose money an 
discuss politic… and plan a strike. The example of “le familistère” of 
Guise is a different philosophy, due to the progressist ideas of the owner 
M. Godin : there is a social project for the workers, with common life and 
lots of social amenities. 

This introduce the topic of the public social housing, and the 
third lecture day after tomorrow. 
Here, designers where capitalists, conservatives or  progressists, 
artists and gardeners, searching for social control  and industrial 
production. 
 
 
Sixth stop is in Paris, at the end of the revolutionary XIX century. The 
imperial power of Napoleon III asked M. Haussman, the head of 
prefecture to transform the popular city of Paris. The task is to give a 
new face to the city, with large avenues and modern and luxury 
buildings. To make it more beautiful and hygienist (public health), and to 
prevent revolutions. Thus, military troops can move on large avenues to 
repress rebellion. The plan show the new avenues and the typical units 
resulting of the transformation: “l’ilot hausmanien”. But that was actually 
a business affair, increasing housing market with urban renewal. And 
the first period of “renovation urbaine” : massive destruction of old 
houses to give a new urban patern  
Here, designers were police officers and investors,  searching for 
order and middle class prosperity. 
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Seventh stop is in London suburbs, at the turn of the century. There, 
designers planed a new kind of cities: the garden cities. In 1902, 
Ebenezer Howard wrote “Garden cities of tomorrow”, witch in he 
describes the concept of new human settlements in the countryside as 
an alternative to the industrial city. Each garden city was suppose to 
receive 30 000 inhabitants, in single house buildings, in a gardened area 
with lots of trees and nature. These cities were supposed to be linked by 
a railroad network to London. Letworth Garden City was build un 1907, 
and several garden cities were build in England and some in France. 
Here, designers were hygienist, safety engineers or  
environmentalists.  
 
At the same time, in the North America far west, some pioneers 
experimented some utopian projects of settlements. The one of Llano in 
California is described by Mike Davis (City of Quarz, L.A. Capitale du 
future), as a cultural an socialist project with lots of monumental 
buildings for public amenities. That was also the time of the sionist 
project of Eretz, and the beginning of the particular experiences of the 
kiboutz. But you know all that better than I. 

This introduce the issue of the settlements that Jean-Baptiste 
will talk about. 
Here, designers were fanatics? … searching for the perfect city for 
the new human being. 
 
Eight stop is back in Greece, in modern Athens in 1933, where the 
CIAM defined the principles of the modern city (habiter, circuler, 
travailler, se distraire – a functionalist organisation to ensure 4 uses in 
the city : housing, moving, working and entertainement). Time and 
space became unlimited, as the architectural international style during 
50 years. This picture shows you the modern project for Paris Center by 
Le Corbusier in 1925. 18 tower of 200 meters each, a modern city for 3 
millions of inhabitants. That was a virtual project but lots of cities had 
this kind of transformation downtown : a knew modern quarter in place 
of an old and middle age one. That was the second period of 
“renovation urbaine”.  
 
 
This stop could be a very long stop, as was proposed lots of very 
famous projects. I can just notice the concept of the linear city you can 
find both in the western countries and eastern ones. You can read the 
book of Milioutine, Sotsgorod, that is the urban project for USSR, and La 
Ciudad Linear by Soria y Mata near Madrid. Modernism is today very 
controversial, as considered being responsible for European urban 
crisis, especially in France. This picture illustrates what became the 
symbol of the failure: high-rise and long blocks of flats, supposed to 
engender sadness and riots. 
But I just want to show you some others projects: a workers housing 
settlement in Terni, done by Giancarlo di Carlo, done with the 
inhabitants, with an open room close to each kitchen to grow up 
basilica… And this illustrates some famous projects realised in Alger. 

You’ll see more about it tomorrow 
And this project close to Paris, by J. Renaudie, supposed to be 
destroyed by the third period of “renovation urbaine” engaged these last 
years in France to save the country and wipe the failure of the 
architects. 

This introduce the issue of public housing policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ad for a Garden city 
 
 

 
“Plan Voisin” by Le Corbusier 
 

 
Grigny, La Grande Borne 
 

 
Social housing Algier, by Pouillon 
 

 
Social housing, by Renaudie 
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We don’t forget that modernism has produced the masterplan and the 
designed architectures of two capital cities : Chandigarh and Brasilia. 
Here, designers were first engineers, searching for technical efficiency, 
and second artists, searching for contemporary design and way of life. 
 
And now there is no next stop, as we have no more direction for utopia. 
Back to Birzeit university, we can wonder what is the guidelines for town 
planers today. I propose my opinion, about this period that is called 
“post-modernism”. Since the end of modernism (around 1975) we are in 
an anti-utopia world, and not only in architecture. (The criticist and 
philosopher Frederic Jameson). The growing and the planning of the city 
is not a global project, but the additional project of three paradigms : 

- Los Angeles, for housing, 
- Manhattan, for office buildings, 
- Las vegas, for the landscape and the fantasy. 

1 - The model of housing of the L.A. suburbs (single house / urban 
sprawl / individualistic dream) spreads all over the world. It is generally 
gathered with the modern security stress that become a social 
nightmare with the ultimate organisation of the gated cities, that is the 
end of the public and universalistic project of the city. But I think you 
know better than I… 
2 – The model of Manhattan spreads every were, with financial districts 
in Lagos, in Hong Kong, Taipeh… and Paris also has now his financial 
district of “La défense”. 
3 – The model of Las Vegas is the one of the entertainment, with 
particular urban landscape or decorum with symbols and forms telling 
stories, introducing an imported dream. Heritage is constructed through 
the reinvention of traditions. That is the Italian column of palazio on 
common houses in America. When there is enough money, this 
postmodern city looks like a Disneyland park. 
 
I red things about Abu Dhabi, and it seems to me the growing of this city 
is made by the combination of these three references, with the financial 
dynamic described by Mike Davis. 
Here, city is planned by bankers, searching for … p rofit. 
 
Some particular projects announce maybe a next stop for the history of 
urban forms : 
This is an experiment in Paris of “l’îlot ouvert” by Portzamparc. There 
are traditional roads, but he plays with façades to ensure light and 
movement in streets in spite of a high density of floors. This is an 
example of what is produced as an alternative of the urban sprawl with 
single houses projects. But I’m not convinced this is really important. 
The context of the “sustainable developpement” seems to be favourable 
for a new urban utopia: criticising our way of life, transportation, and 
consumption. The undefined proposals of some “ecopolis” or “eco-
districts” for ecological cities could become something new. 
Let me notice rapidly the case of Curitiba (brazil), Bedzed (England), 
Fribourg (germany), and Auroville (India). They’re maybe premises of 
the city of tomorrow.  
 
We have seen proposals from philosophers, military officers, 
merchants, writers, artists, industrial capitalists and engineers. We can 
ask: who is now in capacity of invention for the city? 
 
Thank you for your attention.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Manhattan: financial district 
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Rufisque in Africa: urban forms in 
progress… 
 
 
 
 


